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*Give attendence to reading,1o exhortation, to doctrine.’ 
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 “#Bdhold, | show yous mystery: We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall al) be in © moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last tremp; (for the trum- 
pet shall sound ;) and the dead shal be raised incor- 
raptible, and we shali-be changed. For this corrupti- 
bie must put on incorruption, and this mortel musi 
aad immettality, So when this corruption shall 

ve put on incorruption, god this mortal shell have 
put on immortality, then shail be brought to pass the 
saying that w written, Deuth is swallowed up in vie- 
tory, O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where 1s 
thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength 
of sin is the law. But thauks be to God who giveth 
us the victory through owe Lord Jesus Christ.”—1. 
Cor. xv. 51—57. 

Next to the virtuous cares, and the moral 
and religious duties of this life, are the inte- 
rests of the life to come—the s and the 
it of our high and endless destination. 

“ To be, or not to be—that is the question !” 
And at a moment like this, when we gaze in 
éilent contemplation upon this cold and mo- 
tionless memento of mortality, this question 
rushes into the mind and feelings, with unu- 
sual interest and force. 

The brevity of human life—the uncertain 
tenure by which we hold our title to existence 
here—the transient duration and the limited 
periods which mark the progress, maturity 
and decay, the birth and dissolution of all ter- 
restrial objects and beings, at once awakens 
the solemn and porteutious inquiry of “ the 
dead, where are they, and the prophets, do 
they live furever ?” 

friends: When we behold infancy and 

dling together into the grave, and often 

te he healthiest, the wealthiest, and the strong- 

ést among us, as well as the more weak and 

feeble, yielding to the grasp of death, we can- 

not but feel a deep and trembling sense of our 
own insecurity. 

The vivacity of youth, the flush of healthi- 
ness, and the herve of the strong man, though 
like wires of brass, afford no certain gueran- 
tee against the summons and the sword. of the 
“ destroying angel,” —ali—all must fall alike 
into the grave, and slumber side by side. 


















What then, amid all this rain of min 
prosiration-of worth and greatness, this chaas 
of genius end charms, can equal.a stropg and 
inbred confidence of being reised by * sve 
mighty power of God,” to life, to glory, and 
to joys eternal ? That such shall be the final 
destination of our spirits, os “ordained from 
the beginning,” by him “ who gave us life end 
breath and al! things”—and as revealed unto 
usin “the gospel of his deer Soa,” for ovr 
encouragement and comfort i =a and the 
consolation of: all that mourn, mgpehy ont 
evident by a careful recurrence 
ter of God, and to the word of his grace 

I have thought proper, on the preéseut sat affect- 
ing occasion, to pursue this theme of discourse 
for several reasons, but mostly, because it is 
one on which the deceased delighted to dwe! 
one which she most heartily believed, and 


'dialiy loved ia her life time, hugged to her 


bosom in death, and exemplified to the eth 
by her religious conversation, and heyoured by 
her social intercourse and private virtues. 

The resurrcetion of the human family from 
sin to holiness, from mortality to immortality, 
or from impurity to perfection, was a theme 
which engrossed all her affections, and laid a 
foundation for her Christian resignation to her 
sufferings through a long period of lingeri 
disease. Her sincerity was never questioned ; 
and as the lamp of life reeled away in its sock- 
et of mortality, her faith kindled more into 
the divine, and hope burned more ardently in 
her bosom; and, after taking an. affectionate 
leave of her numerous, surrounding and weep- 
ing family, “sweetly as babes sleep,”—4I can 
say it with confidence for I saw it— sweetly 
as babes sleep,” she swooned into the urms of 
death, and has gone, as we believe, to realize 
in full fruition, ail and more than she had ever 
sketched in the brightest visions of her hope. 

But I have another reason for inviting your 
thoughts on this serious occasion, to the subject 
of our final destination, and the peace and glo- 
ry that gyill attend it: it is beeause I wantto 
comfort, and not re-lacerate the already bleed- 
ing wounds of the sorrowful. For, to wound 
their feelings afresh, or to infix more deeply 
the stings of grief with which they are already 
agonizing, is not the duty of ministers of the 
merciful Redeemer, who are commanded to 
comfort those that mourn, as brothers “‘of con- 
eolation in the chambers of affliction.” “To 
bind up fire broken hearted—to comfort these 
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that mourn, and to speak peace to the troubled | — I shall call your attention in the first place, 


- 


in spirit,” was the example of the Saviour of | te the fact stated aud argued by the apostle, 


men, when he wept with Martha and Mary at 


the grave of Lazarus, and softened the severity. 


of their anguish, by preaching the resurrection 





viz. that “the dead shall be raised, and we all 
shall be changed.” 
It appears to be the anxious and deep solici- 


of the dead. Upou the strength of such high | tude of the apostle, to make us perfectly ac- 
authority then, as the example of the Son of | quainted with the ground and reason’ of: his 


God, let me direct your minds for covsofution | hope in immortality. 
’ P , 


He shows that itis not a 


_and instruction in this season of deep trouble, } visionary and fanciful speculation ; that it does 


f the same divine subject, the resirrection of 


~ 


" the dead, and the transcendant glory that shall 


foHow. ; 

In attempting to speak upon this subject, I 
shall not resort to ingenious speculatious, nor 
call to my aid the force of cold and unsatisfy- 
ing philosophy ; neither shall I attempt to re- 
concile the doctrine with some sceptical objec- 
tions, or defeni it from the attacks of idle and 
imaginary objectors. .T;uée philosophy is the 
philosophy of Gud’s word. As our guide to 
religious truth we want no other, and no other 
can we admit ; for, by “this we travel in the 
light” of the sure word of prophecy, as a day 
star from on high, but by any other, every 
stép we take, is into more uncertainty and 
deeper darkness. 

I will not pretend that nature furnishes any 
demonstrations of the resurrection of the dead, 
or that human reason unaided by revelation, 
would have come to any satisfactory. conclu- 
sions, or sure evidence of this glorious truth. 
But this much we may say, that the doctrine of 
a resurrection to life and immortality, is the 
foundation of the Christian system and of the 
Christian’s hope ; that strike from it this essen- 
tial fact, and at one blow it is reduced to a 
mere system of morals, and the New-Testa- 
ment is levelled to a rank with the philosophy 
of Socrates, or the morals of Seneca or Zeno, 

I admit, that in some measure the doctrine 
of a resurrection is veiled in obscurity ; but 
the mystery which hangs‘ over it, is so far re- 
mo “| by the revelation of Jesus of Nazareth, 
as to leave us in no uncertainty relative to the 
fact itself, and gives all the information requi- 
site to our hope and comfort, in contemplation 
of the joys that will succeed it. For “ Behold 
I shew unto you a  pwah we shall not all 
sleep, but we shal! all be changed,” Sv. 

These words which seem to be a general 
climax, or summing up of the Apostle’s state- 
ment apd illu on of the doctrine of the 
resurrection, are made the ground of our pre- 
scut discourse. The first three verses contain 
no more then a brief summary of the* fact he 
had so zeajously laboured through the whole 


chapter, viz, that “this mortal shall put on | 


immortality, and this corruption shal! put on 
incorruption,” or in other words ‘the dead 
shall be raised, and we all sliall be changed.” 
The last four verses speak forth the language 
oi divine exultation, excited by a knowledge 


- of a triumphant victory over death and the 
' grave, “through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 





not rest upon contingencies for its aecomplish- 
ment; that it did nut originate in the ardent 
wisheS and desires of tmaukind to exist hete- 
after; n0-—but thet it had its origin in the decp 
councils “of Almighty God--was proclaimed 
to the woild by the revelstion of his spirit, 
and desnoustrated to hundreds by the erucifix- 
jon, death and burial of “his well-beloved 
Son,” whom he raised from ‘he déad on thé 
third day, by the energies of his mighty power. 
For a confirmation of this great event, ‘he re. 
lies not upon popular aud flying reports ; he 
fixes not the scene of the erncifixion of Clirist 
au some distant aud uncertain place, ‘nor to.re- 
mote and distant periods by which the least 
deception could be practised, or rational deabts 
be indulged ; but sil is limited to a narrow 
compass of time and place, and within the olj- 
servation and knowledge of those, who had 
condemned and erucified him. he 
That the apostle might remove’ all grounds 
of doubt and suspicion, that might at any: after 
period arise in relation to this event, he be- 
comes circumstantially exect in his narration 
of facts and incidents. He doe’ not omit his 
nerrative till a lapse of time shuld baffle in- 
guiry into iis correctness ; but brings it within 
the reach of investigation by friends ‘or’ foes, 
by giving the names of those who were ‘then 
alive, and had been favoured with oecular de- 
monstrations of the truth of what he recorded, 
He alledges, that Christ “‘ was raised on the 
third day ;” that he was seen after this, “ first 
by Cephas, then by the twelve, after also’ by 
James and all the apostlés, and last of all by 
himself also, as one bérn out of due time.”— 
This statement was bold and unvarnishéd, and 
had it been a forgery originated by the apestle, 
was it not eesy for the Jewish rulers, then as- 
sembled at Jerusalem, to Have détected and 
exposed it tothe world ? © They had placed the 
body of Christ in the tomb ef Joseph, and pla- 
eed their centinels around to watelr and keep 
it. How easy the, might they havegtoduced 
the body, and forever silenced the report of 
his resurrection! Is not their silenee‘on this 
subject, then, a tacit acknowledgement of its 
truth, and in connection with their bitter ma- 
lice toward him, an evidence that they knew 
it to be such? and if so, have we not stfonger 
evidence of the resurrection of the’ Son of 
Man, than of any other fact in the annals of 
history, which depends alone on history for its 
confirmation ? For, consider that’ he was in 





the ridst, and surrounded by a host of vigilant 
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and watchful enemies; that he was the object 
of continual publick gaze ; esteemed indeed 
by few, but hated and scorned by the multi- 
tude ; that every word he uttered wes wafted 
w the wind, aud every action was tested 
and heralded to the world; that speculation 
was busy to analyze his character end purpo- 
ses, and vindictive malice was impatient to 
immolate his being, his followers and his king- 
dom: consider all this, and thus open and un- 
veiled, while the eyes of an envious and in- 
imical world were fixed on him, and a snillion 
of voices drawned in the cry of “ crucify him, 
crucify him,” he was condemned at the bar of 
Pilate—publickly executed upon the cross— 
his burial solemnized, and on the third day 
his resurrection announced to the world, and 
many hundreds, regardless of ecclesiastical 
and secular censures, bear bold and humble 
testimony to this miracle of mercy. 

Consider, I say, all these momentous facts, 
and then ssy—had it been a fiction, a fraud, a 
cheat upon the world, would not the combined 
wisdom of a great nation, then surrounding 
this theatre of action, and filled as they were 
with indignation and hatred towards him, been 
able to detect such an enormous and glaring 
imposition as this must have been, and crush- 
ed itin embryo? There cannot a question 
rest upon this subject in any sober and reflect- 
ing mind; for we have here the evidence of 
friends and foes, which unitesin one current 
of testimony, all the evidence of which any 
historical fact is or can be capable. 

But we have not only this concurrence of 
testimony to confirm the fact of Christ’s resur- 
rection, but we find it consistent that such an 
event should take place by a reference to the 
character of God, and the relation which sub- 
sists between him and us, as Father and child. 





For whatever is calculated to increase and | 


strengthen our confidence in him, and our 
friendship and regard for each other; whatever 
has a tendency to assuage our sorrows and en- 
hance our felicity, to smooth the rough passage 
through life, and illume the darkness of the 
tomb, is worthy of a God todo. And what 
can be more conducive to this end, than a 
* knowledge, that our origin is the same, and 
that by virtue of the resurrection, demonstrated 
by that of his own Son, the same will be our 
eternal destination? This is indeed a truth, 
which fixes our filial affections in God as our 
common Father, and our fraternal friendship 
for each-other as brethren of the same family. 

2. We find the apostle, in the next place, 
establishing the certuinty of our resurrection 
upon that of the Son of God ; that as “ Christ 
was raised by the almighty power of God, so 
will he also raise us up by him.” “For now 
‘is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
first fruit of them that slept ;” “for since by 
man came death, by man came also the resur- 


rection of the dead ;” “ because he liveth we | 
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shall live also, and be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is ;” “ who is the first. born of 
every creature, the first begotten from the 
dead with power that in all things he might 
have the pre-eminence ; for he shall change 
our vile body, that it may be fashioned accord- 
ing to his own most py body, by the 
mighty working whereby he is able to subdue 
even all things to himself.” 

Such, my friends, is the plain lucid 
language of the inspired penman u this 
great and interesting subject; and we find it 
not more reasonable than scriptural, that we 
may and ought to indulge the fullest confidence 
iu immortality, a “ victory over death and the 
grave through Jesus Christ our Lord.” . 

The resurrection of Emanuei, is not a stron- 
ger demonstration of a superiour power above 
us, than it is a pledge of our own immortality 
by the merciful interposition of him whe con- 
trols our destiny. It shows that we were not 
flung into existence without design, and left 
to the sport of fate, and the buflettings of 
chance through life, and to be swallowed up at 
last in unconscious nonentity ; but that we 
are watched over as the apple of His eye, and 
are safely kept in the hollow of the hand of 
his faithfulness. For our consolation, when 
we weep over the grave of a friend, or waste 
away on the pillow of death ourselves, he has 
shown us his dominion over the powers of 
darkness, and that he will walk with us thro’ 
the valley of the shadow of death, and place 
our feet upon the rock of ages; that “ the 
dead shall be raised, and we shall be changed.” 
That this benevolent disposition is extended 
impertially to all men, and that all shail be 
alike partakers in this miracle of grace, will 
appear-most satisfactory by attending farther to 
the apostie’s statement and illustration of its 
extent and tendency. We proceed, then, to 
follow him in conelusion. 

3. The apostle having shown the certainty 
of the resurrection, proceeds to speak of its 
extent and universality. In this he is not less 
clear and conclusive ; he demoustrates it by 
metaphors, the meaning and application of 
which cannot be easily misunderstood, distort- 
ed or perverted. When we read that “ as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shali all be 
made alive,” we understand him to imply, that 
as all men, by their natural constitution, are 
heirs to teraporal death, so by the purposes oi 
God and the gift by grace, are they made heirs 
of eternal life through him who mede them 
conquerors, and more than conquerors, over 
death through Jesus Christ our Lord; er, as 
all men are subject to temporal death by na- 
ture, so shall they be made partakers of spi- 
ritual life, through “the redem there 
is in Christ Jesus.”’ That as, “ by the offente 
of one, judgement came ypon all mén udto 
condemns ; so by the righteousness of one, 
the free giffeame upon all men unto justifice- 
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ate erences Qeee 


nought but the still small voles of the spirit 


same apostle, that ‘‘as many as have berne | breathes the sweet language of a Father's 
the image of the earthy, shall also bear the | love, do we most feel the paternal goodness of 


image of the heavenly.” 


That all mankind bear the earthly image | 


the Deity. It is then the object of God in con- 
fering immortality on all men, seems more 


none can deny, and that ail, therefore, shall | than ever to brighten around us; for then we 
bear the image of the hearenly, is also certain. | hold closer communion with him, and the 
The one being admitted, the other cannot be | “Spirit taketh of the things of Jesus and 


denied. Hence the apostle adds, “ there is a 
hod strial, ahd a body celestial : the glory 
of thelferrestrial is one, and the glory of the 
celestial is another; for as one star differeth 
from another star in glory, so also shall the re- 
gurrection of the dead be.” There is a glory 
attached to the earthly character of man, but 
it is, comparat# ely, no glory when viewed in 


relation to our heavenly and celestial state. It | 


was well said in reference to that “better part, 
‘whieh shall never, never dic”—“ it is sown 
in corruption, it is raised in incorruption ; it is 
gown in dishonour, it is raised in glory ; it is 
gown in weakness, it is yaised in power ; it is 
sown a natural body, itis raised a spiritual 


huidy.” 

New, if we shall be raised in Christ Jesus, 
ina heavenly image, in a spiritual body, in 
glory, in power, and in incorruption ; shall we 
pay fitted as living stones, tor that spiritual 





le whose builder and maker is God ?>— 
Mark the import of this language, and sce then | 
if yon can associate with it any idea but that | 
of absolute perfection and consequent super- | 
lative peace. If you can, then is incorruption | 
po protection against impurities, nor immorta- | 
lity against death. But to investigate this en- 
quiry with cértainty, let us examine for what | 
pur we are raised, and what will be the | 
result of this last, and sigual interposition of | 
divine power. The universality of the resur- | 
rection being settled, we naturally sttach a | 
distinct and definite purpose to the divine Be- | 
ing in 80 doing; he must have acted in this, | 
im reference to some specified and determined | 
object; and nothing is. more clear than this, 
that his object was-either good or bad—partial | 
or impartial—mercifyl or gruel. But it cannot 
be bad, nor partial, nor cruel ; aud if we rea- 
son correctly upon the opinions generally en- 
tertained by our Christian friends, we think it 
eannot be good, nor impartial, nor merciful. 
What then can we do in this dilemma, but to 
recur to the character of our Maker, and at- 
tach to him a motive for conferring immortality 
upen ws, whieh shall correspond with his ado- 
rable perfection ? 
No one wil! feel disposed to deny, that the | 
chesacter,of our heavenly Father, is strictly | 
.patemal, and that his moral government over 
the world, is distinguished by ali a father’s 
kindness, tenderness and care. Seasons ro!! 


found with us all, when we would pour out 
our tears imto his bosom, and lift our cries to 
him,., Jn periods of deep mourning ; when all 
tek darfhess ; when 





Armand is clothed: in 





sheweth them unto us.” The wisdom which 
is from above, being “ first pure, then gentle, 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without hypocrisy or partiality,” teaches 
no motive, in a benevolent God, for raising 
mankind from death to immortality, but to 
make them blest, by wiping away their tears, 
and “putting a new song into their mouths 
éven praise to the living God.” . 
But let us take another view of the divine 
character in which there can be no difference 
amongst us. We all believe in, the infinitude 
of God’s wisdom, and power, and goodness ; 
and that there can be nothing in his nature 
contrary to these cardial perfections. We go 
still farther together ; we say that power alone, 
without wisdom to direct, and goodness to 
stimulate, might burst forth in deeds of vio- 
lence, rashness and destruction, and would be 
more properly an object of rational dread and 
fear, than of admiration ; that wisdom without 
power would be useless, and without goodness 
might degenerate into artifice and craft; an 
that goodness to originate the best of purposes, 
but without wisdom to draw the designs, and 
power to execute them, would be a lame and 


| inefficient” principle ; so that the tharacter of 


God, to be perfect, and worthy of admiration 
and trust, must unite the fulness of wisdom, 
love and power, and there must be nothing in 
him contrary to these; for God is not divided. 
If, then, we agree thus far together, as all 
Christians do ; that God, being infinite in good- 
ness, can indulge no motive, and do no act but 
of kindness towards us; that his wisdom is 
adequate to devise means to procure our best 
good, and his power equal to its aecomplish- 
ment. What then prevents our taking another 
step together, and saying that, therefore, his 
object in raising us from death, is, and must 
be, to confer upon us pure, unmixed, and ever- 
lasting enjoyment. Is this too much for Infi- 
nite gooduess to conceive, and power to aecom- 
plish? If it were too mych to conceive for 
all, it were too mueh for any, ‘and our hopes 
must perish together. poe sh me 
Nothing ean be more certain than this, that 
goodness can originate nothing but goed ; no- 
thing else will it approve ; all else will it alti- 
mately destroy. Hence sin and all ynright- 
eousness will it bring to an end with their 
concomitant evils, and exalt her children from 
impurity and suffering, to incorruption and 


peace. 
Will auy say, that eternal banishmént from 
heaven, to daykness and wae, wouhd Be a gopd ? 
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If so, why shun it? why dread it? why not 
éagerly pursue and follow after it? If you 
say it is not good, but evil, then it is not the 
work of infinite goodness, which can conecive 
no motive, and dono act, but with a view to 
the highest good of its object ; hence it cau- 
not be the act of God, and therefore, falls to 
the ground. What then can we conciude from 
all that we have seen, but that the object of 
Jehovah, in the resurrection of the human 
race, is to exalt them from their defectable state 
ultimately to a state of glory aad consummate 
enjoyment? ‘This motive corresponds with his 
rections and nature, and no other caa.— 
enee with reasnn may we unite our language 
of exultation and triumph with the apostle, 
saying, “death is swallowed up in victory :— 
O death, where is thy sting? O grave where 
is thy victory? The sting of death is sin, and 
the strength of sin is the law, but thanks be 
to God who giveth us the victory, through our 
“Lord Jesus Christ.” A glorious consummation 
of this spiritual warfare ; a labour worthy of a 
God ; a conquest ever to be celebrated, by 


authem and song to “him that sitteth upon | 


_ the throne and to the Lemb.” 

How true is the language of a Saviour, say- 
ing, “ And I, if 1 be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw ell men untp me ;” “ for I came not 
to condemn the world, but that the world 
throagh me might be saved.” “ For the Fa- 
ther hath given all things into my hands,that of 
all he beth given me I should lose nothing, 
but raise it up ot the last day ;” and “as many 
as he hath given me, shall come unto me, and 
they which come unto me, I will in no wise 
cast off.” 

The victory shall be perfect ; for “ he must 
reign, till he hath put all things under his 
feet ;”” till “death the last enemy shall be de- 
stroyed, till the last trumpet hath sounded, till 
the “dead are raised incorruptible, and we ull 
shall be changed.” ‘Then cometh the\end 
when he shall have delivered up the kingdom 
to God, even the Father, himself become sub- 
jeet, and God shall be all in all.” The song 
of redemption, which was once heard in vision, 
shall now swell into living strains, and dwell 
upen the tongues of a redeemed universe ;— 
“saying blessing, and honour, and glo » and 
power, be unto him who sitteth upon the throne, 
and fo the Lamb forever and ever.” 

In. contemplating the result of this great 
scheme of rédemption, we are constrained to 
add, ‘not unto us, but unto thy name, O Lord, 
be the glory.” 

The bleod which*poured forth from the cross, 
a$ from a high altar, wasdestined to wash away 
. (the sins-of the Universe. _ Its efficacy reached 
back to the first transgression, and onward to 
- oui time. bores that moment we date 

ctory.over incipality and er— 
over death: and hell. erTer seeainil Chvbors 
of death were sundered, tombs opened, gmd 





4U5 
the dead arose into life again. Then the ith- 
mortal song commenced, and the purposes of 
God in the redemption and salvation of the 
world began to open, astonish and enlighten 
the world. 

We view it with admiration, and from it 
deduce the inference that, “if God hath so 
loved us, we ought also to love one another;” 
‘‘not in word only, but in deed and in truth.” 
“ By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples indeed, if you have leve one towards 
another.” Indulge then, this spirit all the days 
of your life, and in the close receive the plau- 
dit of “well done, good and faithful servant 
enter into the joys of thy Lord.” AMEN. 


ADDRESS TO THE MOURNERS— 
And first to the husband of the deceased: 


My Christian Brother:—You havé been 

called by the providence of God, to travel 
through a series of deep trials and afflictions. 
From you has recently been removed by death 
a tender infant, the object of your care and 
affection; and now, to the same house of si- 
lence, you are to consign the companion of 
your youth, the partner of your cares and your 
toils, and the faithful, affectionate, and tender 
mother of the children which now surround 
you. 
" To dissolve a union so long since consumi- 
mated, so happily maintained, and so tendérly- 
felt, is like breaking up the foundation Of the 
sympathies, and permitting the feelings and 
passions to burst forth in one uncontrolled cur- 
rent of intemperate grief. 

But you, my Brother, have the consolation 
of which, many we fear are unhappily depri- 
ved. You mourn not as these who have no 
hope ; who tremble alternately between the 
flattery of hope, and the depressions of fear. 
Distrusting not the goodness of your Maker, 
knowing that He who hath promised is able 
also to perform, by faith you can follow her 
departed spirit through the shadow of death, 
to the “kingdom and church of the first born, 
whose names are wrote in heaven.” 


True, in her death, you have lost all that 
can hallow the name of wife, of mother, and of 
friend—society around you have lost a worthy 
member, an agreeable companion,. a kind’ 
neighbour; the poor, and they will find it so, 
have emphatically lost a liberal benefactor ; 
the sick and afflicted, a kind attendant, a skil- 
ful nurse, a faithful friend; and th cause of 
humanity, within the circle of ber “inguence, 
a practical supporter and advocate. 

But these traits of moral worth and excel- 
lence, which are known and aeknowledged by 
all who knew her best, are a source of conso- 
lation to them, and we ate and’ trust they 

f. 


- will prove the same to yourself. 


In the depth of your afiliction:you have the 
happiness to know, that y Which could: 
qdd tv the number of her dps; or th allevifife 
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her sufferings, has been neglected ; and what 
is an additional gratification, is, that she was 
sensible of your kindnesses, and more than 
grateful for them all. 

Her expressions of increasing confidence in 
her Saviour tili her last moments ; the unfold- 
ing of her sentiments of peace with all the 
world, and her benovolent wishes extended 
towards all mankind ; and what is more still, 
a Christian distrust of her own merits, and a 
warm wish to be forgiven of all, of aught that 
she had ever dene of real or imaginary wrong, 
as she freely forgave them,—ell these conside- 
rations, though they may deepen the remem- 
brance of her worth now, will have their hap- 
py reaction to soften and alleviate the deeper 
wounds and pains of the heart. 

But a family of kind and dutiful children 
with which you are surrounded and blest, 
though their presence may often reflect upon 
your mind the image of their mother, and 
arouse for a moment the tranquilized. feelings ; 
will, nevertheless, prove a solace in your trou- 
bles, and a pillar of support in your declining 
days. True, she who has divided with you the 
cares and burdens of life, will do so no more ; 
but you will reconcile your feelings to the ap- 
pointment of providence, and be strengthened 
in your triais by a full conviction, that what is 
your loss, is her gain. 

She lived a firm, sincere believer in, and a 
disciple of, the truth as it is in Jesus, and by 
its light she died. Her hearty devotion to its 
interests, and unwearied eflorts to give it pre- 
valence and spread in the world, will ever en- 
dear her memory to the Christian society who 
worship here ; and lead them to realize that 
in her death, though a female, they have lost 
a strong pillar of support, and an enetgetick 
and useful member of the Christian family ; 
one that did much by her influence and her 
alms to promote and circulate the truth she 
believed through this community. They will 
weep for her, and sympathize with you; if 

ble they will divide your troubles among 
them, and drink with you this cup of bitter- 
ness. 

My brother: May I now commend you to 
God, and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to give you comfort here, and guide you 
safely to the haven of rest and joy. 

To the children of the deceased: 
= dear brothers and sisters—F or well may 
1 such, since the mother for whom 

ou weep, has been also a mother to me? her 

ouse has been my home, and her pillow my 
resting place. With you I have shared more 
than an inmate of the family ; I have shared 
all a parent’s kindness, and a parent’s care.— 
She provided me with medicine when I was 
sick, and a home when a stranger. Why then 
should not your feelings be my-feelings, and 


our teats flow together? Why shall we not | 








profit together, by the faithful instructions 
which have fallen from those lips which are 
now cold and motionless in death? Those ad- 
monitions to virtue; her deep pleadings for 
your good conduct and worthy deportment in 
life; her seasonable warnings when danger 
threatened, and her midnight watchings to as- 
suage the aching temple, and to sustain and 
comfort you when sickness bore you down ;-— 
these with a thousand tender recollections of 
days and hours gone, return upon you now 
with the force of reality. 

I repeat these things before you, that you 
may profit by them ; and I hope you will Jong 
and ever remember the advice of your afiec- 
tionate father, as you hung around the dying 
ea of her you Ives “My children,” said 

e, “you have lost the kindest and most faith- 
ful of mothers; she bas spared no pains for 
your comfort and happiness; she has given 
you good counsel and advice ; I hope you will 
treasure it up, and long remember it; she 
clasped you in her arms and blessed you as 
long as she could—but—she is gone!” Tears 
told the rest of his feelings as you wept to- 
gether. 

Yes, long may you remember her good coun- 
sels and advice, for her sake, and most unde- 
viatingly nay you follow it, for your own. If 
temptation fling out a flattering allurement to 
vice ; remember a mother’s warning, and 
“touch not, taste not, handle not.” Should 
passions rise from some sudden impulse, to 
disturb your domestick peace, and break in 
upon the friendship and tranquility of home, 
remember a mother’s warning, and smother 
the raging flame. Be ye always of one mind 
and spirit, suffering no root of bitterness to 
spring up among you. Remember the affec- 
tionate’ admonition of the Saviour to his disci- 
ples, as he was about to leave them for the last 
time : * My little children, love one another.” 
This is applicable to you, to us, and to the 
whole world. Indulge it in spirit, in word, 
and in deed; and then shall your father’s 
dwelling be the bethel of quietness, ‘and in 
your partings you can realize “how good and 


| how pleasent it is, for brethren to dweil to- 


gether in unity.” 

But remember also that you have yet a Fa- 
ther, faithful, kind, indulgent—one whom you 
love, revere and honour. Remember that you 
are young, and he is old. The winter of age 
las frosted on his brow, and he is fast deseend- 
ing into the vale of years, and leans upon you 
for comfort and support in the evening of his 
days. Be kind, be attentive, be faithful to 
him ; rendering him all the aid in your power, 
in discharging the duties and cares which are 
yet due, and tenderly due, your little brothers 
and sisters. Remember they can no longer 
pour out their little complaints, and whi 
the tale of their grief into a mother’s ear. No 
longer get their troubles cured by the maternal 
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kiss, and the soothing language of a mother’s 
voice. To you, aud to your afilicted father, 
will. they now come, and id you may they find 
asister’s pity, and a brother’s love. Turn 
them. not coldly, away, norspeak rashly to them. 
Bear with patience the infirmities of their in- 
fancy, and reconcile them to each other, if they 
fall out in their plays; and in riper years they 
shall look upon you and bless you. Remem- 
ber the,example of him, “ who taok little chjl- 
dren in his arms and blessed them, saying, 
“of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 

Finally, my young friends, live in peace with 
each other, and with aH men; discharge faith- 
fully'your duty to God, your neighbour, and 
yourselves; and God will give you comfort in 
the day of trials and tears, and at. last gather 
you into his kingdom, where “there shall be 
10 more death, neither sorrow, nor crying ; 
neither shall there be any more pain; for the 
former things are done away.” 

To the only sister of the deceased who is now 
present :* 

‘My Christian friend :—In this scéne of 
mourning and general grief, it is yours also to 
bear a deep and feeling part. The separation 
of hearts knit together, by the strongest and 
warmest ties of nature; especially a separa- 
tion which breaks the ligaments, that bind. a 
sister’s, to a sister’s heart, cannot but wound 
deeply the tender and refined sensibilities of 
the female bosom. 

Not onl¥ were you attached to one another 
by the ‘strong bond of natural affection ; by the 
intercourse of your young ani ripening years ; 
but your s¢paration from home and kindred, 
drew still closer the bond of your unioa, The 
value of friendship is most deeply realized, 
when by death or distance its intercourse is 
broken. 

Removed far from the land of your father, 
and from your relatives and kindred by birth, 
with the exception of her who can no longer 
mingle in your troubles or your joys ; it is na- 
tural that vour feelings on this occasion, should 
be more than ordinarily wounded. 

But you have yet many friends who sympa- 
thize with you in your tears, and will wipe 
them away with the hand of kindness. Your 
companion is life, and the children which sur- 
round. yqu, will prove a solace and support, and 
diminish the amount .of your grief, which 
would otherwise be insupportable. 

But the great source of consolation is to be 
sought, not in the world or the friendship of it, 
but in iim who was emphatically called “a 
man of sorrows and acquainted. with grief ;” 
who has affectionately. invited us to him, in the 





*The histét here addressed, is thé ohly relative of 
thie déctased, residing in this country. with her: She 
had inah¥ other sisters, and humerous relatives, living 
principally sin: Connecticut, from which-state she for- 
eryemigrated... - “— 
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teuderest language, saying, ““come unto me, 
all ye that labour and.are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.” Remember it is the pro- 
mise of him that wept with those that wept, 
that “tears should be wiped from all faces ;” 
** for blessed are they that mourn, for they shall 
be comforted.” Turn your attention to him ; 
drink deep into his spirit ; indulge the religion 
of the cross ; follow the teachings of the spirit 
of truth, and your days will be passed in 
peace, aud your latter end be crowned with 
the favour and salvation of God.—AmeEn. 

Addresses to more distamt relatives, and to the con- 
gregation, are omitted. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
CHRISTIANITY.---NO. 2. 


Mr. Eprror: 

I resume my remarks on Christianity. Aw 
Evangelist says, ‘* Jesus wept ;” and the ocea- 
sion on which the great Founder of our reli- 
gion exhibited this proof of his humanity, is 
one peculiarly tender and affecting: and one 
which very clearly discloses the characteristick 
disposition of our Saviour, and niost interest- 
ingly exhibits one of the loveliest feateres» of 
his relig.on. 


About eight furlongs from Jerusalem, on the 
shady side of the Mount of Olives, lay the 
little romantick village of Bethany, now in- 
deed a place uninviting to the traveller, but 
formerly, when Jerusalem was inthe pride of 
its strength, a more delightful retreat could 
scarcely be found in the land of Judea. Here 
dwelt Lazarus and his two sisters, Martha and 
Mary, with all that felicity which so watarally 
flows from brotherly and sisterly affection.— 
The affection of a brother for a sister, and 
particularly of @ sister for a brother, is one of 
the most pure, tender and pleasing affections 
known to the human bosom, and is one of 
the few bright spots where the traveller, afer 
having wandered through the gloomy paths of 
this cloudy world, delights to rest himself and 
feast on the rich scenery it :presents. [1 is a 
little paradise in the midst of a rude, unculti- 
vated waste, where the air is perfumed with 
fragrance, the landscape interspersed with 
flowers, shady groves and delightful streams. 
Never shall I forget the early days of my pil- 
grimage ; when the. feelings were bnoyant— 
when hope was ardent—the imagination lively, 
continually embellishing the little world with 
ideal pictures, the heart unsuspecting and oper 
to every generous emotion. How readily were 
all our feelings commingled! When sickness 
oppressed me with its rude hand and dejected 
my spirits, how kindly did my sister watch bv 
my side to soothe each anxious t t and 
bid the burning fever give over its rage and 





let me rest! Dear to my heart is the memory, 
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but it exists now only in recollection. That | Why move those stones? Why weeps the 


sister has gone! I have formed other connec- 
tions, perhaps more tender, but they too are 
broken. The world has become almost a wil- 
derness—but it is no matter. 

flere, in this little romantick village, resided 
Lazarus and bis two sisters. In thie litle fa- 
mily, the ‘‘Son of Man,” the “ Man of sor- 
rows,’’ was accustomed to repose himself after 
having suffered the seoffs and endured the in- 
sults of the unbelieving Jews. 

The situation of our Saviour, duriag bis 
humiliation, one would think was sufficient to 
awnken every generous emotion in the human 
bosom. He was destitute of the common com- 
forts of life—‘*he had not where to lay bis 
head.” His earthly pareats were in low. cir- 
cumstances, supported by the daily labour of 
their hands. The world was oppesed to him ; 


the rich scorned him; the powerful derided, | 


and the religious persecuted. Under all these 
disconraging circumstances, attended by a few 
fisherinen, he traversed the cities of Judea, 
the villages of Galilee, proclaiming the glad 
tidings of the reign of God. Ah! little does 
the world realize how much the refprmer, the 
bold and benevolent spirit, who dares step forth 
to correct the abuses of his age, and shed new 
giory upon benighted man, has to endure in 

is pk eaahropiek exertions! Nothing but 
confidence in God, and a prophetick vision of 
the benefit he shall confer on posterity, and 
the tears of gratitude with which they will 
bless his ‘memory, .can buoy up his soul and 
give him courage to attempt his task. 

Into the bosom of this little fami.y, however, 
Jesus seems to have been a welcome guest. 
He was a brother with them and shared their 
affections as well as their hospitality. It was 
delightful! The little circle was one of those 


pictures on which the eye can gaze without 


being weary, and one which the heart can con- 
template with increasing pleasure. Who would 
not delight to sit at his feet and receive in 
tones of gracious familiarity, those sublime 
lessons of religion and morality which elevate 
the soul with the purest gratitude to the great 
Benefactor of our lives, and expand the heart 
with the most unbounded good will to man- 
kind? With what joy could the angels hover 
over the little group, and what smiles of com- 
placency from the Father of Spirits wust have 
irradiated their counienances ! 

Why is this scene changed? Why does the 
gvft bosom of the affectionate sister heave that 
sigh? Why are those eyes which so lately 
beamed with joy, now suffused with tears? 
Why collect the Jews to that house to comfort 

* these who so lately seemed supremely happy ? 
The brother, the soul of the little community, 
is where? Alas! he is not. Jeaus is not there. 
But he comes. Why bend their silent steps to 
that lone 1 Why look so intensely 
upon the’ Ridden mouth of that cave 1 








Lord of life?) Why groans the Saviour of men! 
He can abolish death ; he can force the tyrant 
to yield his prey and rescue the Jawful captive 
from the bonds of the mighty! Why then 
flow his tears 1 The powers of the grave yield 
up their victim at his command. Lazarus is 
restored to his weeping sisters! .Why then 
did he weep? Was it weakness? No. Was it 
siu or imperfection 1 No: it was humenity in 
its purest state, exhibiting one of its most dig- 
nified, as weil as its most amiable features. 

* Jesus wept!” Who can say the gospel is 
a cold, unfeeling religion? I have read of the 
insensibility of the Swicks. I would never 
approve weakness; I would have the soul firm, 
have it bear with fortitude whatevet calamity 
may befal it or its friends; but it should not 
be insensible. The great and good are never 
ashamed to weep at the grave of departed 
friendship, nor to mingle their tears with those 
of surviving relatives. The stoick, the ascet- 
ick, the misanthropick may read this simple 
narrative of the Evangelist, and ask themselves 
if they would not we oe. melt at such a scene, 
than stand idle spectators with their hearts un- 
moved. Here the good man who is affected 
at the sight of human calamities, who sympa- 
thizes with his brethren in their sorrows, may 
learn that he has the approbation of our divine 
Master, and his example to indulge his sympa- 
thetick emotions. Here the despairing soul 
who distrusts the compassion of his Saviour, 
may see how he is affected with our misfor- 
tunes, how tenderly he sympathizes with us in 
our afflictions, and how feelingly he enters into 
all the minute griefs which invade our bosoms. 
Here the contracted spirit, who in the excess 
of his zeal, dooms half the world to the shades 
of eternal night, may receive a gentle rebuke, 
and be led to adopt the conclusivn; that if any 
of the human family are danined, it will not 
be for the want of compassion in the Saviour's 
bosom, or for the want of sensibility to’ uur 
sufferings. And here too the sceptitk, who - 
denies the power of Christ to bring life ‘and 
immortality to light, for a part or for allthe 
human race, may lose his doubie iu tho aub- 
mission which death and the grave exhibit at - 
his word. 

Will some dissenting spirit say, ‘these aro 
smail affairs; that, admitting the Gospel does 
all which is here effirmed, it only recommends 
it to a few discontented or unfortunate beings, - 
who are hardly worth noticing in viewing the 
great scale of things.” What is life? what is 
the condition of the great mass of mankind ? 
Does their rank or their elevation exezopt them 
from the sensibilities of the heart? True, 
these are small affairs. when viewed at a dis- 
tance, but the greater part of every. man’s 
life is made up of small affairs, which, while 
the sun of. prosperity gilds our habitations, it 
is easy to orcriook. Fat alas! ne man’s life, 




















js an uninterrupted stream-of sunshine. Clouds 
often: arise ; tempests gather over our heads, 
and the thunders of disappointment often, very 
often, sound in our ears. ‘his state of exist- 
ence does not seem made particularly for en- 
joyment. There are indeed many flowers per- 
mitted to bloom, but they bloom among thorns, 
and no pleasure is had without being bought 
with pain. Deity seems to have placed us 
here shat we might learn to endure rather than 
enjoy. The various circumstances with which 
we are surrounded, serve to develope the prin- 
ciples-of our nature, and to lead our minds 
» up to that great Being who in his wisdom su- 
intends the whole.’ But we not unfteqaent- 
O vequien something more warm and affec- 
tionate'than the cold lesson of experience.-— 
“Phe: miseries. of life are unavoidable, you 
must therefore submit:” Ah! this may be 
true, but not always easy tobe done. But I 
am becoming tedious, my thoughts too gloomy. 
Mankind like to see the sunny side of life; 
my next may be more favourable. : 
“4 Yours, &c. A Bevrever. 
‘ [To be continued. } 


eee 
FOR VHE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

“ Blect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerate 
and seved by Christ throagh the Spirit, who worketh 
when, and where, and how, he plenseth. So also are 
allother elect. persons, who are incapable of being 
outwardly called by the ministry of the word.”"—Con- 
fession of Faith, Chap. X. Sec. II. 

Me.. Epiton: I think the Presbyterian 
“‘ Confession of Faith” a very amusing book. 
When I am melancholy, and particularly when 
I am alittle vexed with my neighbours, I de- 
light to read it. The Presbyterian, yoa know, 
is a very ancient and honorable Chureh.. It 
cannot indeed boast as many members as some 
other Churches, but its success in obtaining 
the control of nearly all our seminaries of 
Jearning, from its officiousness in all the grand 
enterprizes for evangelizing the world, promp- 
ted by the zeal or humanity of our citizens, 
and from. the adroitness with which its mana- 
gers turn the current of popular favour into 
the channel of their own ambition, it may be 
said to exert a powerful influence over the 
manners and morals of community. 

You will not, sir, understand me as wishing 
to oppose this very rauch respected Church. I 
was once a member of it, and though I must 
coufess its charms did not improve much upon 
@ more familiar acquaintance, yet I nave no 
wish to exhibit its. imperfections, rior to cast 
the least shade over its virtues. I have some- 
times thought the modesty of the- Christian 
must blush at the arrogance of its claims, and 
the charity of the New-Testament, must weep 
et the intolerant practice of its members, but 
as they have the influence of the Holy Ghost, 
and as: most’ of those who have embraced its 
doctrines; have been born agxin, I suppose 
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that men like myself, who make no pretentions 
to spiritual influence ought not to judge. 

But it was of their Confession of Faitti that 
Fintended to speak. This, sir, is a precious 
relick—the stupendous monument of learning, 
knowledge and piety of more than a bundred 
divines. Perhaps you will not be able to find 
much human wisdom in it, for its framers dis- 
earded carnal reason, but then there is no 
doubt the spiritually discerning may discover 
magnificent collections of divine wisdom. The 
framers of this “‘Confession,” were none of 
your squeamish feeling sort of creatures, who 
shudder at every tear they see in the human 
eye, and weep themselves at the misery of 
their brethren. No, they were above sach 
things, consequently you must not expect to 
find the “Confession” remarkable for its hu- 
manity. Universalists make @ great noise 
about sending nine-tenths of the human fami- 
ly tohell; but Universalists have no love for 
God; for if they bad, they would not care 
half so much about bis children. Mankind 
can have only a certain quantity of love, and 
if that be all for God, it is certain that none of 
it can be for their brethren ; and so if it be all 
for their brefhren, there can be none for Gad. 
Now, as Universalists are coniinually whining 
about the miseries of mankind, itis évident 
they have ne love for God; for if they had, 
they would rejoice in the miseries of the dam: 
ned. The Divines in question cared little 
about the —— of menkind, but they were 
extremely jealous of the glory of their God. 

There is, however, now and then an article 
in this extreordinary book that is admirable. 
None perhaps more so than the one I have 
placed at the heed of this article. It assures 
us thatell elect infants, dying in ‘infaney, will 
be saved by Christ through the Spirit.” This 
is very good. Elect infants are undoubtedly 
children of elect parents. It would be pain- 
ful, we should suppose, for the parents to be 
saved and have their children go to that very 
hot place, where God in his anger will send 
so many of the human race. But this is not 
the peeuliar beauty of the article. The plain 
inference, from the fair intepretation of the ar- 
ticle, is, that all infants dying in infancy which 
are not.“ elect,” will be damned. Now, Mr. 
Editor, don’t start at this. This is sound Cal- 
vinistick doctrine ; and though the article dees 
not say thet infants shall go to hell, yet it is 
evident, from the languege used, thet they do. 
It provides for the salvation of none but “ elect 
infants,” avd that all are not elect is clear 
from the specification. The term elect being 
used, seenis to as that there is some which 
are not elect ; and these, the non-elect, I sup- 
pose, God “ has passed by and ordained them 
to dishonour and wrath for their sins, to the 

isé of his glerious justice.” 

Some might think this sentence extremely 
cruel. What, send infants to hell! Abomina- 
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ble! says the Universalist; and so perhaps 
would say many a tender hearted mother. But 
I consider it an act of real kindness. Non- 
elect infants are the children of non-elect pa- 
rents, The parents of course go to hell, and 
what better can be done than to let the infant 
go with its mother? Parents are certainly the 
best - qualified to take care of their children. 
To take them away or to separate them from 
their parents would leave them without pro- 
tectors, or subject them to the guardianship of 
those who were so filled with the love of God, 
that they could have no affection for them.— 
This is not all. Nothing is more painful to the 
cage than to be separated from the child of 

is affection ; and it is some mercy that in the 
midst of his sufferings the parent has his chil- 
dren with him. Reprobate parents love their 
children as tenderly as the elect do theirs.— 
The elect, when they get to heaven, will be 
_ swallowed up in love to God thatthey will not 
remember the ties which bound them in life, 
but the reprobate, not having his natural affec- 
tions destroyed by that overwhelming love, 
will possess all the sympathies and all thé af- 
fections for his children, which he did when 
on earth. You may think, Mr. Editor, that this 
will give little delight to the wretched suffer- 
ers. I think differently. I have cast my eyes 
upon the little circle—though in misfortune, 
the mutual love of parents and children seem- 
ed to banish the recollection of sorrow ;— 
it seemed ‘to’ “light up a smile in the aspect 


with the choicest treasures. It is some conso- 
lation to think we may still enjoy this, even in 
hell. 

My Presbyterian friends tell me I shall go 
to hell. They probably know, or at least it 
would be rudeness for me to contradict them, 
but I have pretty much reconciled myself to 
the doom. When I was young, the idea did 
indeed seem horrid, but since I have reflected 
upon it, I do not think it will be very bad.— 

rue, the heat may be-oppressive, but habit 
will enable us to endure a very high tempera- 
ture, and our bodies will be suited to the con- 
dition we shall be in. Most of the whole world 
will be there, and if we see a few in heaven, 
we shall not be obliged to confess that merit 
raised them, for they were no better than the 
rest of us, and they are wholly indebted to the 

iality of their Sovereign for their elevation. 
After all, [do not see why we shali not enjoy 
ourselves tolerably well. If our sufferings are 
severe, we will conquer them with patience, 
and if they are endless, we shall not mind much 
about them when use has made them familiar. 

I perceive, Mr. Editor, you are cndeavour- 
ing to remove the fears of hell by telling man- 
kind there is no such place. I think you would 

rhaps be more suceessful iff you should la- 
to convince them that hell is a decent 
sort of place, nearly if not quite as good as 











heaven is supposed to be. Ido not know, 
Mr. Editor, whether you will have any of the 
orthodox there to trouble you or not, but I 
think there will be errours enough to correet, 
so that you and your Universalist reformers, 
will have sufficient employment. 

Yours, &e. REPROBATE. 
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“(PR ARNEATLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.”” 











CONCLUDING ADDRESS. 

Time, whose rapid course is run without regard to 
the doings of men, has nearly brought to a close ano- 
ther year; and we are admonished, that with thé year 
of our Lord 1828, the Sixth volume of our humble 
work must be brought to a conclusion. We improve 
the present moment, therefore, to take a retrospective 
view of the past, to note (lie present, and to indulge in 
a prospective contemplation of the future. 

During the year to which we are about to bid an 
eternal farewell, uncommon exertions have been made, 
by a portion of the Christian world, to advance their 
plans, and thereby promote their interests. Heavy 
contributions have been levied upon the friends of inis- 
sions, the members of tract societies, &c. &e. and, de- 
ducting the salaries of numberless agents, the sums so 
obtained, we are inclined to believe and'to hope, have 
been expended for the purposes specified by those who 
have made the exactions. But judging*from the Re- 
ports of thuse societies, and the statements given in 
the papers devoted to their interests, it is inferred, that 


. f . | there has.been a “ falling off” of donors and ‘of duna- 
of woe,” and to create a little paradise filled | 


tions. This circumstance may be attributed to the 
very general dissemination of correct views: of those 
institutions, and to the Jevelopements made by their 
adtocates themselves. The attepypt to form a* Christ- 
ian party in politi¢ks ;” the plan adopted in this: state 
to run a line of stages for the benefit of Calvinistick 
orthodoxy; the uncommon assurance, ‘noi to say im- 
pudence, of theological beggars ; the bare-faced pro- 
ceedings of several leading Presbyterian clergymen in 


«his and other states; together with the reaction of 


the “ Finney excitement,” have contributed greatly to 
open the eyes, and awaken the energies of the think- 
ing and reasoning part of community. But much of 
the good which has resulted from those mexsures and 
proceedings, would have been lost, had it not been. for 
the bold and fearless exertions of those who have been 
entrusted with the care of the libera) press, We re- 
joice to have it tosay, that a bold, fearless, and indefa~ 
tigable phalanx of liberal and enlightened men, have 
made a succes*ful onset against those monsures which 
have long threatened the destruction of our religious, 
if not our civil, freedom. 

By means of a very extensive circulation of liberal 
papers a free expression of publick opinion has beer 
obtained ; and it would be presumptuous to deny the 
fact, that, during the last twelve months, the spread.of 
the doctrine of Unrvmersat Grace has been greater 
than it ever has been before in the same length of 
time. Our prospects were never more flattering; and 
we have good reason to be thankful for the opportuni-~ 
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ty a generous patronage has afforded us, of contribu- 
ting our feeble aid to the general advancement of 
truth. 

This paper has uninterruptedly gone on in the 
<ourse prescribed at the commencement of the year. 
If ootas brilliant in ite carcer, we trust it has been 
nearly as useful, 2s its contemporaries; and from an 
extensive private correspondence, as well as from an 
jinereased and increasing patronage, we infer that our 
well meant exertions have been kindly aud profitably 
receivod. 

The editor by no means appropriates to himself all 
the flattering encomiums which have been bestowed 
© ov the Apvocate; he duly appreciates the assistance 
© which has been cheerfully and promptly rendered, by 
able and efficient correspondents. So long as a re- 
membrance of this periodical is cherished in the hearts 
of our readers, it will be associated with the names 
of Reese, Brownson, Clark, Whitnall, and mang oth- 
ers, whose skillful hands have contributed the needed 
help. They, with all eur friends who have so essen- 
tially aided us, will aceept our cordial thanks for their 
labours; while at the same time, in behalf of the 
publick, they are assured, that their productions will 


ever be kindly received and attentively perused by | 


our readers. 


Proposals have been issued for continuing this pub- 


lication; which, we are happy to say, is warranted 


dy the united testimony of all our friends. The Ser- | 


mons published in this volame, having, as far as infor- 
saation has been received, contributed much to the | 
edification of our readers, is an inducement to adopt | 
a similar rule in the next. And indeed, though we 


“PIONEER STAGES,” 

It would seem from the peculiar irritability of the 
orthodox stage runners—we mean those editors of re- 
ligious papers who think “Sahbath breaking worse 
than murder”—that they despair of succeeding in their 
speculations. They have failed to obtain the contract 
- for carrying the mails, afd having been previously dis- 
appointed in relation to the patronage they expected 
to receive from an enlightened publick, they vent their 
spleen against all who have had independence enough. 
to expose their plans. 

Our humble self has come in for a share of abuse 
froth the worthy gentlemen of the “ concern” for (he 
honour of which it becometh us to express due ac- 
knowledgements. . 

The editor of the * Albany Christian Register” has 
done us the signal favour of reckoning owr paper 
among those infidel publications,” which have opposed 
| the “ Pioneer ;” and informs his readers that “the 

stories tothe prejudice of the Pioneer line have uni- 
formly originated in infidel prints, without character,” 
&c. &c. Now, with all due seriousness we challenge 
the editor of the Register or any of that class of pro- 
fessors to make their assertion good by an appeal to 
facts. We fearlessly defy them to make it appear 
; from any sentiment either expressed or implied in our 
columns, that the “Gospel Advocate” is an infide 

paper. 

The Presbyterians will find out~—when perhaps it 
will be too late—that something more than the vitu- 
peration of an orthodox zealot is necessary to convince 
the enlightened portion of community that every. thing 
is infidelity which happens not to conform to their plan 





shall aim at every aitainable improvement, no mate- | of evangelizing the world by running an opposition 
rial variation from our former course will be attempt- | line of stages, “* O, ye simple ones! how long will ye 





ed at present. 
As the present editor contemplates removing from 


this place, the editorial supervision of the next Vol. 


will be committed to the care of Br. O. A. Brownson; | 


bat should no special providence prevent, our readers 
will have no cause of complaint for a diminution of 
zeal on the part of either; as no distance can annihi- 
late the anxiety that is felt for the prosperity, and in- 
creased usefulness of this paper, by one whose inte- 
rests have been so intimately connected with its suc- 
cess for several years. 

In announcing the foregoing facts,it is but justice to 


,observe, that the past and the present, both as regards | 


the success, and contemplated continuance of the Ad- 
vocate, afford us the most delightful assarance of fu- 
ture prosperity. A wide and interesting field is opened 
before us, and ample scope given for every praisewor- 
thy exertion. The golden perio | has arrived when 
we may discuss, with coolness, whutever sutyiects may 
be presented to our mifds—-when we may advert to 
times and seasons of darkness, and contrast those times 
with the present—and when we may joyfully look 
forward to the future for the accomplishment of all 


that God hath promised; and when we may thus go | 


love simplicity?” 

} TIT CNE : 

“ A house divided against ilself cannot stand.” 

It may be thought by some that we do wrong in 
calling publick notice to the affairs of denominations 
| With which we have no fellowship; but so long as 
| they call upon us to look to them for instruction, and 
| for those luminous examples, which are to silence all 
| gainsayers and introduce the millenium, we deem it no 
j less our duty than our privilege, to animadvert upon 
‘their doings and sayings with all the freedom of 
| thought. 

It is no longer a secret that our Presbyterian neigh- 
, bours are—to use the language of Doctor Beecher— 
| on the verge of “misrule and moral desolation.” The 
spirit of discord has for months pervaded their “ secret 
| places” andthe storm has at length resulted, as we 
| are informed, in driving many to form the resolution 
, to erect another meeting house in this village! We 
| are not surprised at thie event; for it can no longer be 
, disguised that the Finney excitement has rent in twain 
| every society whtre it has prevailed, and the division 
| in this vicinity may be attributed to that cause, 

Thus it happens that we have lived to see a fulfil- 





oa hand in hand with our readers, emulous to obtain | ment of our prediction as relates to the divinity of the 
those celestial enjoyments which are consequential on | “great revival”? experienced in this region; and in 
® belief of the truth. Epiror. the brief space of two years, another proof is furnish- 
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ed to our hands, that those works of God as they have 
been termed, are nothing more than the works of de- 
signing or deluded men. 

This matter sugvests to those “ without the pale of 
the church” several important considerations, 


1. Itteaches us that orthodoxy affords nothing to 
bind together the hearts, or unite the feelings of man- 
kind, Let the world luck at the present condition of 
the self-styled elect, and wonder,. and admire, and be 

. astonished at the striking disparity which exists, evi- 
dently so, between their professions and conduct. 

2. It admonishes ail liberal Christians to be cautious, 
while they reject the doctrines of Calvinism, to avoid 
copying the examples of those who yet tenaciously 
adhere to those discord-stirring sentiments. Every 
man of observation mast discover, that contention is 
the legitimate fruit of a system of faith which upholds 
the idea of endless discord. If God will.contend for- 
ever, why may not his offspring be at variance with 
one another? 

3. Universalists should be on their guard agninst the 
importunities of the costending parties, iest by giving 
assistance to either they may innocently contribute to 
the support of that system which is dreadful in its na- 
ture, in its application, and in all its ramifications. Lt 
is not the individusl feelings of this or (hut man, of this 
orthat party, which are to be regarded by liberal 
Christians; but knowing, as we do, that the whole 
echeme is a perversion of truth, and an injury to the 
raorals of society, all sectional jealousies, and all inter- 
nal broils should be lefi to teach the world, by a kind 
of negative example, the power, the value, and the 
advantage.of the truth as‘it is in Christ. 

fa | 

(rit is with something more than cheerfulness that 
‘we comply with the request of the highly respected 
andafliicted brother whose bereavement is noticed in 
the discourse published in this number :~-we comply 
swith his request with pleasure ; for, aside from the gra- 
tification it ysay afford him, and other reiations of the 
déceased, to have in their possession a Sermon so ably 
written, rendered thrice valuable by the circumstances 
of the occasion on which it was delivered, it will 
greatly enrich our columns, and afford to others simi- 
larly situated, the richest and best of al! blessings, the 
consolations of the Gospel of a risen Redeemer —calcu- 
lated to sooth, to incoura; e, and to console the afflicted 
heart, and raise its powers to a contemplation of joys 
immortal and divine. 

py i 

17 Daring the absence of the editor for a few 
weeks, two long communications have been received 
from Mr. A. Rains, in-reply to an article published in 
our 2ist number. As the present volume of this pa- 
peris nearly completed, and as from intimations ex- 
pressed in the last of the above mentjoned articles, we 
have reason to apprehend a continuation of the sub- 
ject beyond the current volume, we shall defer their 
publication until the commencement of the next. Mr. 
R. will duly appreciate our object in making the de- 
lay, as the publick will then have an opportunity to 
see the whole discussion in a regular series of num- 
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bers—and should it so happen that a few volumes 
should descend safely the stream of time to the next 
generation, the pro and con of the question in debate 
may bear each other company, survive the “wreck 
of matter and the crush of "—* seclarism”—and, per- 
adventure, serve as u precious memento to our poste- 
rity-—-a specimen of what in this age of the world oo- 
eupies the attention of men. Mr. Rains will much 
oblige us by hereafter adopting for a motto, or at least 
for a guide, “ mullum in parvo.” Brevity is an indis- 
pensible requisite fo: all communications designed for 
this paper ; and while we extend every reasonable in- - 
dulgence to our opponents, itis expected they will 
have a proper regard fer our convenience in the fore- 
going respect. 
bas | 
AN EXTRACT. ‘ 

When we survey the material world, or the 
little portion of it which falls within the reach 
of human observation, we find in every thing 
amystery. The light of the morning and the 
noon-tide splendour of the sun, revives, and 
cheers us; but we are unable to tell what are 
the constituent properties of that principle in 
nature which so matetially contributes to our 
comfort. When autumn’s hoary frost, or win- 
ter’s fleecy snow visit our portiou of the earth, 
we may safely uttribute the inconvenience we 
feel to the absence of calorick ; but while we 
surround the cheerful fire, though we may en- 
joy the pleasure it imparts, we cannot tell 
whet it is. The skillful meriner may navigate 
the ocean, aided by the faithful needle ; but 
ask him what that principle of nature is, which 
enables him to avoid the dangerous shoal, and 
wend his way to the destined haven, end 
he cannot tell. Ask the chemist what .that 
fluid is, which Franklin domesticated ; and he 
may call it electricity, but there his knowledge 
ends. So in all the variegated walks of nature 
—all is clothed in mystery—in darkness that 
may be felt. 

But we hear of those who proudly hoast of 
their being worshippers of Nature! Confes- 
sedly, then, they “worship they know not 
what.” For though theré is much to admire 
in all this wide creation, there is mystery in 
all its parts. He who studies the volume of 
nature finds much to please, edify, and in- 
struet; but there are bounds set to human 
knowledge, beyond which it cannot pass, and 
inclosures around our noblest powers, which 
limit us tea narrow sphere. Butdivine Wis- 
dom is conspien.)y displayed in giving us a 
revelation of aii that concerns the moral duties 
of mankind, and in unfolding those sublime 
doctrines which inspire us with blissful hopes 
of immortality. All our duties, whether moral 
or religious, are. plainly exemplified and faith- 
fully pourtrayed in the volume of divine Truth ; 
and here, too, are recorded all those doctrines 
which are needed to shed abroad in our hearts 
thatholy fervour—that saving joy—that peace» 
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iving love, which are so essentiai, to keep us | derstaud them because they are sealed; and 
m cheerless despondency while journeying | the unlearned cannot read them because they 
onward to the grave. In all those duties, in all | are unlearned! To show that such is the fact, 
those doctrines, there is no mystery——there is | we have only to notice the more prominent 
no ambiguity. The things once hid are now | features of almost all of those systems of doc- 
revealed—the truths once locked up in the bo- | trine which are known among us. For exam- 
som of the Eternal are now declared—the ave- | ple :-—Total depravity, connected wtih moral 
nues to a saving knowledge of God—of Christ | accountability ; salvation from hell-torments, 
—of Heaven, are opened ; and blinded mortals | connected with eternal election ; vicaiious a- 
are invited to read, to investigate, to hear, to | togement, conneeted with just punishment for 
know, and to live !—And if any to whom these | sius ; three persons in one God, connected with 
greetings come remain in ignorance, it is be- | the fact that there is but one; endless pun- 
cause they have neither eyes to see, nor ears | ishment, connected with. the idea of Infinite 
to hear, nor hearts to understand. goodness; infant damnation, connected with 
But in all ages of the world, end in all coun- | the doctrine of divine justice ; injunetions to 
tries, there have been those who heve been | be merciful, connected with the foregoing ideas 
fond of clinging to things past finding out.— | of God. 
Leaving the plain path of Wisdom, whose ways | We tarn from the examination of such ab- 
are pleasaniness end peace—neglecting those | surdities with astonishment, and wonder thet 
duties which relate to this life—despising that | rational beings have ever made religion to con- 
simplicity which earacterizes the religivt. of | sist in belieying doctrines so at variance with 
God—of Nature—of Christ, they have sought | reason and revelation. It is indeed surprising 
to read the mysteries of fate, to penetrate the | that men can be deceived with sentiments be- 
obscurity of the past and the future, and to | tween which and our rational pewers there is 
placate the vengeance of their Gods by yield- | so palpable a disagreement. 
ing a blind assent to. dogmas the like whereof; In assigning a reason for this anomaly, we 
is not to be found in heaven above nor the earth | are constrained to impute it to the craft and 
beneath. | policy of some, and the ignorance and daupli- 
Ancient Israel, though repeatedly favoured | city of others. It has ever been the policy of 
with the luminous revelations of God, were | man to gain and retain an escendaney over his 
left to wander in darkness. Their religion be- | fellows, by keeping them in ignorance of those 
caine corrupted with traditions, their faith was | truths which level all artificial distinotions and 
obscured by clouds of impenetrable darkness, | free the mind from mental bondage. It has 
and none could understand the things where- | been, and is, the poliey'efthe wicked, to take 
of they affirmed: Hence it was, that at a | away the key of knowledge from mankind, 
time when darkness covered the empire of | that they may more cheerfuily and faithfully 
mind, and gross darkness the people, “ the | serve their oppressors. And one of the most 
vision of all had become unto them as the | effectual means for the attainment of this un- 








words of a book that is sealed, which men de- svorthy objeet, is te crowd the mind with in- 


liver to one that is learned, saying, ‘ Read this, | explieable mysteries, and frown it into a state 
I pray thee :’—and he saith, [ cannot, for it is of inactivity. 

sealed. And the book is delivered to him that | It has been the misforture of the mass of 
is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee : mankind to submit patiently to this sort of ty- 
and he saith,'I am not learned.” |ranny. Creeds have been invented and pro- 

Like causes produce like effects, and hence, | posed to the wor!d as the guide to heaven. The 
a similar departure from the simplicity of the | children of mea, anxious to obtain the proffer- 
gospel, has in this age of the werld produced | ed blessing, have reeeived them as the truth 
similar perplexities. In addition to all the rev- | of God. ‘But imposition can never be practis- 
elations enjoyed by anejent Israel, the world | ed with success when reason is left free to 
has been enlightened by the glorious appearing | comtbat it. So the time has at length arrived, 
of him who came to give life and light to the | when all these idle dreams are abeut to be ex- 
world. He taught by precept, and enforced by | ploded. Their Reverences, who have so long 
example, every motel duty ; and he unfolded | witheld the key of knowledge, are importyned 
all those mysteriés which enveloped the mind | feran explanation-—they are learned---but alas, 
of man previous to his advent. But, so aston- | for them and their poliey,—the book is sealed ! 
ishingly have mankind been infatuated—so | The unlaarned are next required to give a rea- 
egregiously have they erred in things divine, | son---hut woe is me,---they are unlearned ! 

t almost every truth, howeversimple in it-| It remains to be seen how much longer the 
self, has been encumbered with a load of mis- | delusion of the people shall continue. It is, 
ticism. Take up the creeds and confessions perhaps, soméwhat problematical whether in- 
of faith with which the world has been filled, | formation shall ever be so generally diffused as 
and they are to every man, whether learned, | to avert the evils at which I have hinted.-—~ 
or unlearned, to all inte:ts and purposes, like a | Mysteries may yet longer, and for ought we 
book that ts sealed. ‘The ies:ned cannot un- | known fo the contrary, so tong as time shall 
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last, be palmed upon the world as the religion 
of God. But unless we are much deceived, 
there are those, and I thank God there are ma- 
fy, whose minds are already disenthralled ; 
and every revolving year witnesses a visible 
improvement in the religious world. The eye 
of faith is fixed on a period when the seals 
shall be broken—when the book of life shall 
be opened——and when men, instead of being 
judged by vain traditions and incomprehersi- 

le mysteries, shall have their conduct tried 
and justly appreciated by the standard of rea- 
son and truth. 

Let not the philanthropist despair——let not 
the Christiaan mourn—let not the philosopher 
_ weep. Humanity, it is true, contemplates the 

condition of our race with sorrow, but a bright- 
ér day will yet dawn upon the world—a 
brighter sun will yet illumine our path. The 
first step towards improvement is to know our 
errours, the last is to correct themr; and since 
by the light of our subject we learn what evils 
beset us, let us endeavour to remove them by 
a judicious improvement of truth. 

There is a system fraught with divine com- 
fort, which is not liable to the objections which 
have been urged against the opinions of men. 
It is consistent as a whole, and comely in all 
its proportions. That system of doctrine is ba- 
sed upon the unpurchased love of the great 
God of nature. It presents his character to 
the mind arrayed in all the loveliness of mer- 
cy; it invites us to the fond embraces of our 
Redeemer, by all the encouraging assurances 
and gracious promises of the gospel ; it unfolds 
to our view a better world, and affords us the 
satisfying hope that we and ours, and all that 
we have, and all that we are, (sin excepted,) 
shall finally reach the haven of peaceful rest. 
Its only mystery is the mystery of godliness— 
its last secret is disclosed in the plan of a 
world’s salvation—its last truth is, that God 
hath purposed in himself to gather together 
in one all things in Christ. 

Present this truth to the learned, and they 
can read it; deliver it to the unjearned, and 
they can understand it. If there be any who 
do not comprehend it, it is because they are 
blinded by tradition, or frightened by the con- 
jurings of superstition. It is enstamped on 
every heart ; it is written on every leaf of na- 
ture; it is pourtrayed on every page of inspi- 
ration. 





compatibility with every moral duty, and its 
adaptation to every condition of human life. 
Let not the moral of our subject be lost.— 
The grace of God, unfolded to our view in the 
scheme of salvation by Jesus Christ, teaches 
us to-deny ungodliness, and practice upon the 
principle of redeeming love. Hence, if we 


would act rationally and consistently, we shail 
maintain that consistency in our conduct which | 
is discoverable in our doctrine. 
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And one of the strongest, most pun- | 
gent, and convincing proofs of its truth, is its | 


And in view | 








of what God has promised, let us take courage. ” 
Though enemies may assail us—though foes 
may revile us; yet we will hold fast to our 
profession and honour it with all our powers. 

And finally, the day will come, ** when the 
deaf shall hear the words of the book, and 
the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, 
and out of darkness: the meek also shall in- 
crease their joy in the Lord, and the poor 
among men shall rejoice in ihe Holy One of 
Israel: they also that erred in spirit shal) come 
to understanding, and they that murmured 
shall Jearn doctrine.” 

Thus shall be brought about the desires of 
the righteous; the Salvation of God shall be 
revealed, and all flesh shal! see it together.— 
And, when the scenes of evernity are revealed 
in all their glorious fullness, then shall a blaze 
of eternal love enlighten with unceasing day 
the realms of bliss, and ten thousand times 
ten thousand tongues shall praise our God 
forever. 





SELECTIONS. 


From the Cayuga Patriot. 
Mr. Dove.tepsy— 
As I suppose you to be one of the guardians 
of our liberties, and that you will do all in 
your power for arrestitag the progress of usur- 
pation of authority, I beg leave to call your 
attention to what I cannot but consider asa 
most dangerous stretch of ecclesiastical power. 
I see by the Western Recorder of Nov. 25, 
that the synod of Geneva, of the Presoyterian 
Church, held their stated meeting at Syracuse 
| Oct. 7, 1828. With the proceedings of reli- 
| gious denominations to which I am not attach- 
| ed I never wish to meddle, but when any sect 
| undertakes to overstep the bounds of deco- 
}rum; when it attempts to assume authority 
| which neither the word of God nor the laws 
| of the land will warrant, I am, I must confess, 
| alarmed for the welfare of my country. 
At the meeting above referred to, I find 
| among others, the following resolutions : 

| Resolved 3d, That it be enjoined upon the 
| presbyteries within our bounds, to require of 
| the ministers and churches under their care, 
|to exhibit atthe meeting of the Presbyteries 
| prior to the next stated meeting of the synod, 
a statistical report of the subject of intemper- 
ance; showing the number of distilleries within 
their bounds, the quantity of spirits distilled 
and imported, the number of habitual draok- 
ards, and the cases of poverty, crime, death, 
‘insanity and other calamities resulting from 
the intemperate use of ardent spirits, and also 
‘ exhibiting the progress of reform : and that the 
presbyterics. be farther required to present a 
condensed summary of these’reports to this 

synod at its meeting, in October next. 

Published by order of the Synod. 
D. C. LANSING, Stated Clerk.” 
Has it come to this? Are the Presbyteries 
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atid synods of this country armed with autho- ! 


_rity'to carry their investigations into the busi- 
‘gies establishments of our land? Will the high 
mifided men, the men of honor and integrity, 
the friends and supporters of Christianity, al- 
low these bodies to send their runners to their 
distilleries and stores, aud inspect their ac- | 
counts? How long after this is allowed, be- | 
fore we may expect the ageuts of Presbyteries 
and synods to enter our private dwellings, go | 
ty our closets, and compel our wives to break 
all their pretty decanters and glasses, for fear | 
that there may be ardent spirits at some day 
in theni? Sir, 1 deplore with you and every 
other'man the ravages of intemperance, bat I 
deplore as a greater evil, the stretch of autho- 
rity which is attempted in this resolution :—- 
Aad 1 would most s€riousty call upon the hon- 
est aud thinking part of the community, to put 
the mark of their disaprobation upon such as- 
sumptions of power. Let their conduct show, 
not by increasing intemperance, though this | 
might be looked.fer fram. the method now 
adopted, that they are alive to the preservation | 
of their liberties. Let every sect of Christians | 
too, be un its guard. The Jaws of the land 
protect allalike, but when any one shall seek 
to gain an ascendancy by an unwarranted 
stretch of authority, let it beware of the conse- | 
quences. If, Mr. Printer, the concerns of pri- | 

—yate business and the affairs of domestic life j 
are to be submitted to the scrutiny of any order | 
of men, I hope it will be donc by legislative | 
enactment. As.for submitting my private ac- | 
counts, the detail of my business to examiners | 
appointed by the Geneva synod, whether an- | 
cient or modern Geneva or to the runners of 
any of their Presbyteries, 1 shall not. 

; One or tHe Peopie. 
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. the Revolutionary war. 
» high minded. Mr.Greenough visited him while 


415 
endless and horrid torments of Hell,who knows 
but she had read the Bible, and imbibed the 
sentiments of pious Job, and other primitive 
Saints ? 

When Elhanan Winchester was a preacher 
of Calvinism, and in the habit of terrifying his 
hearers by the most awful and alarming des- 
criptions of Hell, he met with a smart opposer, 
as he persorially told me, who said,—** He had 
no idea of any Hell that could bea worse place 





| than this world !” 


Ifaving room, I will add another story of Gen 


| Jackson of Newton. He was distinguished as 


a warriour, and served as a Colonel through 
He was bold, and 


on his death bed, and, as he told me, accosted 


| him as follows :—* General, how do you expect 


to be treated in another world? “ How,” said 


| the General, ** why like other Gemtlemen.”— 
| From this laconick reply, Mr. Greenough in- 
| mated, that he had great doubts as to his fu- 
| ture well being !! 








_ PUBLISHER’S NOTICE. 

This nomber completes the 6th Volume of 
the Gospe, Apvocate. The 7th Volume will 
be forwarded to those subscribers who have 
not signified their intention of discontinuing. 
To prevent any future misunderstanding, it is 
requested that those who decline taking the 


| 7th Volume, re-inclose the Ist No. and return 


it to the publisher by mail;. or should this be 
considered too much trouble, they will please 
to give the earliest possible notice to the Post- 


| Master, that they decline taking the paper out 


| of the Pest-Office ; and Post-Masters are re- 


From the Trumpet and Magazine. 
ANECDOTES. 

Mr. Eprron—For your amusement, if not 
entertainment, { send you the substancé of two 
Anecdotes; the first of which I remember to 
have réad in my London E. Magazines ; possi- 
-bly it may be new to you however. 


‘A poor.old woman being sick and near her 
death, was visited by a Calvinistick Clergyman, 
whd inquited of her where she expected to go 
when she died?—she replied, to Hell. The 
astonished Clergyman, says—-And are you re- 
ally willing to go fo Ifell! O yes, says the dy- 
ing, woman, for [ understand that almost all 
my old friends and relations are gone there, 
and {should like to go where they are.” 


This poer old woman was stigmatized as 
amazingly stupid and ignorant! But was not 
her desire in accordance with the dictates of 
nature 1 Ignorant, as she undoubtedly was, of . 
the terrifick dogmas of the Mother of Harlots, | 
and her numerous Daughters, concerning the 
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quested to be prompt and vigilant in notifying 
the Publisher of all cases of discontinuance. 

The price of the Gth Volume was one dollar 
and fifty cents, payablletn advance. Some of 
our subscribers are still in arrear. We trust 
a sefise of justice will induce them to remit us, 
or pay over to our Agents, the sum of One 
Doljar and fifty cents, as early as possible, and 
save the trouble and expense of postage inci- 
dent to a direct application by Jetter to each 
subscriber. 

Our Agents will materially aid the canse in 
which ‘we are engaged, by making coilec- 
tions and remittances fur the 6th and 7th vols. 


_ of the Advocate as eariy as possible; and we 


hope they will be williag to make exertions for 
extending the circulation of the Advocate, 
commensurate with the efforts we shall make 
to render it useful and interesting. 
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The following stauzas, irom the Token for 1829, are 


accompanied, in that beautiful’ book, byfa plate repre- 
senting the playfulness of childhood during the pus- 
time of a “ Saturday afternoon.” 


SATURDAY AFTERNCON.® 
BY N. P. WILLIS. 
I love to look on a scene like this, 
Of wild and careless play. 
And persuade myself that [ am not old 
And my locks are not yet gray. 
For it stirs the blood in an old man’s heart, 
And makes his pulses fly, 
To catch the thrill of ¢ happy voice, 
And the light of a pleasing eye. 
I have walked the world for fourscore years ; 
And they say that I am old; 
That. my heart is ripe for the reaper, Death, 
And my years are well nigh told. 
It isvery true—it is very true— 
rm and I “bide my time” — 
But t will leap at a scene like this, 
re ari renew my prime. 
layon! play on! I am with you (there, 
la the midst of your very mung; 
I can feel tue thrill of the daring jump, 
And the rush of the brea‘ biess swing, 
T hide with you in the verdaut hay, 
And I whoop the smothered call 
And my feet slip up on the seedy floor, 
And I care not for the fall. 


Lam willing to die when my time shal|.come 
And I shall be gla) to go, 
For the world, at best, is a weary place, 
And my pulse is getting low ; 
But the grave is dark ; and the heart will fail 
in treading its gloomy, way ; 
And it wiles my heart from its dreariness, 
To see the young so gay. 
p— 
From the Philadelphia Natonal Gazette. 
STANZAS BY A MOTHER. 
“ But where’s their memory’s mansion? Is't 
Yon church-yard’s bowers ? 
No! in ourselves their souls exist, 
A part of ours,” 


| mourn for thee my precious son ! 
Yet chide myself for weeping. 

With thee life’s fitful race is ran, 
And thou art calmly sleeping. 

Tay morta) frame is changed to dust, 

Thy spirit mingles with the just. 


Beside the low and grassy bed, 
Where softened oonbeams play, 
A father slumbers with the dead, 
Amid his kindred clay. 
fn blissful clime:—te faith’s clear eye, 
He “puts on immortality !” 
How oft I raise the tearfal eye, 
At twilight’s saddening hour. 
To those bright worlds that light the sky, 


And ask directing power 
To guide me to that power above, 
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With thoughts like these J strive to still 
The anguish of my heart, 
And bend submissive to the will 
Whose mandate bade us part— 
In vain! To memory will arise ; 
Thy wastirg form, thy beaming eyes! 
The aching mind will soon retrace 
In melancholy thought, 
The calm pale s\ycetness of thy face, 
With mourntul iseaning fraught— 
Still see .hee, in thy lest dread hour, 
Slain by hectick’s withering pewer ! 
O ye, who mourn a child so blest 
With rarest gifts ot Heaven! 
Ye too have known tke tortur’d breast, 
By sorrow keenly riven. 
Adore—in meekness “ kissthe rod,” 
Thy child muy lead thee to thy God. 
| 


RELIANCE ON GOD. 


If thou hast ever felt that all on earth 
Is transient and unstable ; that the hopes 
Which man reposes on his brother man, 
Are oft but broken reeds; if thou-hast seen, 
That life itself “is but a vapour” spring 
From time’s up- heaving ocean—decked, perhaps, 
With here apd there a rainbow, but full soon 
To be dissolved and mingled with the vast 
And fathomless expanse that rolls its waves 
On every side ground thee :—if thy heart 
Has deeply teit all this, and thus hath jesrned 
That earth has no security ; then go 
And place thy trust in God. The bliss of earth 
Is transient as the coloured light, that beams 
In morning dew-dreps. Yet a little while, 
And all that earth can show of majesty, 
Of strength or loveliness shall fade away, 
Like vernal blossams. From the conqueror’s hand 
The sceptre and the sword shall pass away, 
The mighty ones of earth shall lay them down 
Jn their low beds, and death shall set his seal 
On beauty’s marble brow, and cold und pale 
Bioomless and voiceless shal! the lovely ones 
Goto the “ congregation of the dead.” ’ 

Yes, more than this; the mighty rocks that Jift 
Their solemn forms upon the mountain heights, 
Like time’s proud citudele, to bear the storms 
And wreck of ages ;—these too shall decay, 
And Desolation’s ivy hand shall ware 
O'er all that .hou canst see,—blot out the sins 
That shed their glory o’er uncounted worlds, 
Call in the distant comets from their wild 
And devious course, and bid them cease to move. 
And clothe the heavens in darkness. But the power 
Of God, his guodness and his shall be 
Unchanged, when all the worlds that he bas msde 
Flave ceased their revolutions. When thesuns 
That burn in yonder sky have potred their lest, 
Their dying glory o’er the realms of space, 
Still God shall be the sathe,—the same in love, 
In majesty, in mercy :—then rely 
Io faith on him, and thou shalt never find 
Hope disappointed or reliance vain: | Casket.] 

p——————_____ 


As in the spring, so in our youthful prime, 
The mental seeds which carefully we nourish, 
In full maturity will one day flourish, 

And e’en outlive the storms of wintry time. 
They are a sourse from which will ever flow 


__ ‘The purest pleasn res man on earth can know. 4 
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Where meet in joy the souls I love! 


Yet while the pilgrim’s race I run, 
Opprest by cureless grief, 
Perhaps the spirit of my son 
May come to my relief— 
rm} my appointed guardian be, 
Am! whisper heavenly peace}to me { 


ce: 

















